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 15325 Bellaire Blvd.,

Houston, Texas 77083


Important Notice to All!
PLEASE CALL US!  Area hospitals can no longer notify churches when members are admitted to the hospital!  If you or a member of your family is hospitalized, someone from the family will have to notify the church.  Due to the new privacy laws, hospitals cannot reveal names.  We want to be available for your needs, so please have someone give the office a call. 

Church Staff

Pastor                               
 Fr. Johannes George

Assisting Priest                                     Fr. Oon Chor Khoo

Administrative Assistant 
                    Jackie Sorensen

Director of Music
                    Orlando Arthur

Pianist
                               Melba Staine

Chaplain
                    Buzz Goins

Bishop's Warden
John Mukoro
People’s Warden
Robert Lao
Treasurer
Obediah Nylander
Nursery Staff
Ellen Goins

Seasons of our Year


On February 25, we began our observance of Lent.  On Tuesday night, February 24, we had a pre-Lenten retreat.  This Tuesday is also known as Fat Tuesday (or Shrove Tuesday) when we can eat whatever we want before Lent begins.  Traditionally, households tried to use up the fat in their pantry and so pancakes, butter, & syrup became a “food of choice” for this day.  Wherever Mardi Gras is celebrated, this is the last night of parties & celebrations.


“Lent” comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten – the time of year when the days grow long.  [Note:  This year, Daylight Saving Time began on Sunday, March 8.]  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and ends with the Easter Triduum that includes Maundy Thursday through Easter Sunday.  Lent covers 40 days (excluding Sundays).  [Remember:  Every Sunday is a “little Easter” celebrating the Resurrection.  So Sundays remain feast days even during the solemn season of Lent.]  The five Lenten Sundays are followed by the Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday), which ushers in Holy Week.
In the early church, Lent was the time of preparation for the Easter baptism of converts to the faith.  Sp the people preparing to receive the sacrament of baptism – “new birth,” “death to sin” – were expected to fast and prepare during these weeks.

The Bible readings during Lent provide us with a short course in the meaning of baptism, which is the primary theme for Lent.  Other themes include fasting, which represent the days of fasting and temptation that Jesus spent in the wilderness.  Many people give up something they like for Lent, as an exercise in self-denial or discipline.  Many people take on an “act of will” as a symbol of their discipline, and do things to help others without being asked.  Lent is also a time for reconciliation with God, self, and others.  Discipleship is another theme, as we consider the nature of the ministry of Jesus and what it means to be a disciple.  


The color for Lent is purple, for penitence and royalty, changing to red for the Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday).
(Note:  Primary source: The Prayer Book Guide to Christian Education, which is an excellent guide to our church year.)
Christian Education:  Bible Study,
Children’s Chapel – During first half of service

September – May (Kindergarteners – fifth graders)
Nursery – Pre-Communion Instruction

all year, during second half of service – 
for children in the nursery (ages 0 – 5)
Nursery Room

Parents must bring their children to the nursery and sign them in, as well as sign them out at the end of the service.  Please notify the adult in the room of any important information about your child, i.e., allergies, whether they receive communion or a blessing, etc.  [Note:  if your child is age 6 to 11, please keep them with you in church and send them to Chapel at the time of the blessing of the children.]  If you are willing to volunteer during the church hour, let Ellen Goins, or Fr. George know.  Let us hear from you!
Acolytes

Our acolytes are dedicated and well-trained.  Let Ursula Yuoh know if you are interested in participating in this ministry!

Altar Flowers

Envelopes are available to donate flowers and designate the honoree.  The Flower Calendar for 2009 is posted in the Great Hall.  Please sign up.
Altar Guild

Altar Guild Retreat will be March 18-21 at Camp Allen.  Let Linda Parks know if you would like to attend this retreat.  It is always very interesting and informative!  If you are interested in becoming part of the Altar Guild team, please contact Linda Parks at 281.933.3672.  
Choir
Adults choir practices on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. and every Saturday at 9:00 a.m.  If you would like to join the choir and “make a joyful noise unto 
our Lord,” please contact Orlando Arthur.

Youth choir practice-Wednesdays 7pm
Training for Ministry

Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, & Ushers

Questions?  Contact the following people:

Eucharistic Ministers:  Robert Lao
Lectors:  Fr. George   
Ushers:  Moses Horton

Lay Ministries:  If you are not currently part of any of our lay ministries and would like to become involved, please contact Fr. George (281-933-6800).
DOK and Junior DOK
Daughters of the King (DOK) meets to update the prayer list and share lunch at 11:30 a.m. on the second Saturday of each month.  Our next meeting is Saturday April 11.  If you are interested in becoming part of a ministry of daily prayer for others, please call Jackie Sorensen at the church office (281-933-6800).
Junior Daughters of the King (DOK)


This group will not meet this month.  

Junior Daughters is for all girls and young women in the church, ages 8-18.  If you are interested, for more information, please call Veronica Campbell (281-220-1309) or Jackie Sorensen at the church office (281-933-6800).
50+ events

The group will take a bus trip to Huntsville on Friday, March 27.

The group will take a bus trip to St. Vincent’s House in Galveston for a service day on April 4.

Questions?  Ideas for things to do and/or places to go?  Please call our church secretary, Jackie Sorensen, at 281-933-6800, or the President, Rona Drake at 21-431-8632.
Men’s Breakfast


Join us on April 4 and May 7 at 9:00 a.m. for stimulating conversation, discussion, and a great breakfast.

EYC – Youth Ministry

We have a lively and active group of youth.  Bring your dirty car to the church on April 18 and let them wash it for you!  If you want to help with this group, contact Chris Orji at 832-647-0970.
A Quiet Ministry of Need

Please consider donating dry goods to your church pantry.  Check with Kadie  Kaikai  at 281-851-3438  to verify which supplies are needed.

West Oaks Nursing Home

This group goes to West Oaks to sing, visit, and pray with the residents.  Contact Phyllis Chin (281-561-0862) for more information and specific dates.
ECW


The purpose of the Women of the Episcopal Church of the Diocese of Texas is to empower each other to live the life for which Christ called us by sharing His love through Outreach, Fellowship, and Spiritual Growth.  All women in the Parishes and Missions of the Episcopal Church, Diocese of Texas, are members of this organization by virtue of their Baptism.  Watch the Sunday bulletin for information about our next meeting and more information.  More questions?  Call Linda Walker, Cloreen Barker, or Barbara Best.  You may also contact Edith Ugwuanyi, the Convocational Coordinator for West Harris Convocation.
Outreach


Service day at St. Vincent’s in Galveston:  We will travel to Galveston for the day to help St. Vincent’s House recover from Ike!  We will leave at 6:30am from the church.  We will paint the entrance and clean the Mile Walk Trail.  Our 50+ Group, Youth and Younger Adults will all roll up our sleeves and go to work.  We want to be part of those that make a difference to St. Vincent’s House. 

Garage Sale & Raffle:  On Saturday, April 18, 2009, members of Christ the King Episcopal Church will stage their annual spring garage sale.  Rona and Harold Drake, architects of the event, are prepared for a great response from the community.


There will be a raffle, with the top prize being a HD 26” television, and tickets have been selling at a very brisk pace.  It is expected to be a busy day and a financial success.


Come support our youth group, as they will be very busy washing cars!

For information on events in the Diocese and at Camp Allen, go to the following websites: www.ckec.us 

Camp Allen website:  campallen.org
Diocesan website:  www.epicenter.org

Episcopal Church Women: click on their line on the diocesan website.


For the Revised Common Lectionary, go to the church website:  www.ckec.us and click on Sunday 
Readings.  We are currently in Year B.



(Please note:  This change is only for Sunday readings.  Readings for the Daily Offices are not changed. 
Mission Bell Food Pantry

Located at Westminster Presbyterian Church and supported by eight churches in the Mission Bend area


The Food Pantry was begun by three area churches:  Christ the King Episcopal Church, Mission Bend Methodist Church, and Westminster Presbyterian Church.  Other churches joined over the years.  The pantry is located in Westminster Presbyterian Church.  Hours of operations are:


Tuesday, Thursday, & Saturday – 10 a.m.until noon; and Wednesday evening – 6:00  – 8:00 p.m.


Main needs are:  jam & jelly, cans of juice, crackers, cereal, cornbread mix, cans of yellow vegetables and cans of green vegetables.  

Please place your food gifts in the basket in the Narthex.  There are flyers available if you know someone who needs to go to the food pantry.  If you can volunteer during pantry hours, please contact Westminster Presbyterian at 281-530-1675 and ask to speak to someone about volunteering.  To volunteer to deliver our donations (in the container in the front entrance) to the Pantry on a regular basis, call Pat Bouligny [281-498-7725] or the church office.  Thank you for all your recent donations!
A Letter from your Editor:

Dear Church Family,


Well, here we are in Lent!  This a time to search our hearts on what it means to each of us to be a disciple.  Are we willing to embrace our baptismal promises and do our best to live up to those promises?  What is harmful to us, our family, or our community that we can surrender to God as part of our Lenten discipline?  What “act of will” are we willing to undertake to enrich our discipleship to God, our family & friends, and those we do not know?

When Christ gave us the Summary of the Law, he had two parts:  Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your neighbors as you love yourself.  If we follow those two laws, we will be following the Ten Commandments!  So who is our neighbor?  Everyone!!!!  Like ripples on the surface of water when someone throws a stone into it, we never know when our actions will affect someone we don’t even know!

So as we travel through Lent, being reminded what our baptism means, let us embrace that knowledge, and try to honor all our baptismal promises.  Don’t be afraid to expand your life – God truly does act in unexpected and miraculous ways – usually when we least expect it.  

My prayer for my church family at this time is that each one of you will take some quiet time, alone and/or as a family, to prepare yourself for the Resurrection of our Lord.  Please plan to attend the Lenten services during this period of time.











Faithfully yours,




    



                                               Pat Bouligny
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The Messenger


The Newsletter of Christ the King Episcopal Church





“Our mission is to share the unconditional love of God with all people.”





Office Hours:  10:30 a. m. – 4:30 p. m.


Phone:  281.933.6800   *   Fax:  281.933.3783   *   www.ckec.us
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Vicar:  Fr. Johannes George








Upcoming Events





April 5, Palm /Passion Sunday service 10:30am





April 9, Maundy Thursday Service 7pm





April 10, Good Friday-Stations 12Noon


Veneration of the Cross 3pm 





April 11, Holy Saturday/ Easter Vigil, 10pm





April 12, Easter Sunday Service 10:30am





Christian Formation


 Sundays: 9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m.


Wednesdays: 5:00 p.m.





Confirmation & Baptism Classes


Wednesdays         5p.m.


Worship Service 6.30pm





Adults Choir Practice


10:00 a.m. – Sunday


9:00 a.m. – Saturday





Youth Choir Practice


Wednesdays 7pm





Men’s Breakfast Club


9:00 a.m. – April 4


9:00 a.m. – May 2





Daughters of the King


11:30 a.m. – April 11





50+ Group


See article & watch the bulletin 


for more information.





Garage Sale


April 18





Confirmation


Visit of Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle


April 19





Easter Message 2009





Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, as we go through life we all experience little deaths. We get a foretaste of death when we live in bitterness, loneliness, sadness and despair. In times like these the world closes in on us and we seem to have one foot in the grave;  but, we also experience little resurrections, when we know love, acceptance, and forgiveness; then the world opens up and we emerge from the tomb. 





The Cross had asked the questions: How far can power go in the world?  Why does God permit evil and sin to nail Justice to the trees?  The Resurrection has answered these questions saying: Power ends in its own destruction for those who slew the foe lost the day and that sin, having done its worst, might exhaust itself and thus be overcome by Love that is stronger than either sin or death. 





�


The power of evil and the chaos of any moment can be defied and conquered, for the basis of our hope is not in any construct of human power, but in the Power of God who has given to the evil of this earth its one moral wound-an open tomb, a gaping sepulcher, an empty tomb. 





Our hope comes not from the world but in our faith in the Resurrection of the Crucified Christ. 





As we approach Easter this year and Palm Sunday in particular, let us reflect on the way we have been called to follow Jesus. Think about the ways in which we are trying to practice a more radical hospitality as a church community, welcoming people into  Christ the King through our various ministries. We move forward with faith in Jesus, trusting in the journey and in our relationship with him, imagining that it will serve God in some ways and trusting God will be with us. 





I wish for you a time of deepening relationship in the heart of God over this season of Lent, Palm Sunday, the week of passion, the moment of pain and loss at the cross, and the resurrection on Easter morning, so that you and I can rise up together with the sunshine on that morning crying out, Christ is risen. “Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia.”





I hope you have a wonderful Easter! Christ is Risen, let us rejoice in Him!


Blessings!





Fr. Johannes George


Easter 2009

















Please check the bulletin on Sunday for new events and more information.

















4
1

